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whose master, Cardew, was one of the most competent or**
the day. There, also, he made no profound impression.
Years afterwards, when advising his mother concerning the
education of his younger brother, he wrote: "After all, the
way in which we are taught Latin and Greek does not much
influence the important structure of our minds. I consider
it fortunate that I was left much to myself when a child,
and put upon no particular plan of study, and that I enjoyed
much idleness at Mr. Coryton's school. I perhaps owe to
these circumstances the little talents that I have and their
peculiar application."
Davy's idle childhood allowed him to develop his taste
for fishing and life in the fresh air. Penzance is peculiarly
attractive to the child. There is an unusual variety of
landscape. St. Michael's Mount stands in the sea about
three miles to the east. The bay is protected from the west
winds, and the beach is safe. Most of the roads and paths
from Penzance soon end in a sea cove. The aspects of the
place are various and yet limited, so that a child's mind is
stimulated by a variety of objects which are not forbiddingly
vast. The contemplation of excessively large, complicated,
or profound objects, such as mountains, cities, or Shake-
speare, often inhibits the young mind. Cornwall offers a
natural kindergarten landscape. In this environment Davy
roamed without restraint. He was an active playmate, and
knew the townspeople and the local miners. He used to
collect his friends before his home, which existed on the
site of the Star Hotel, which is opposite to the present
Market House, and where his statue now stands. Under
these conditions he grew into a bright but awkward lad,
narrow-chested and round-shouldered, with a discordant
voice. Afterwards, like Demosthenes, he trained his voice
into a powerful mechanism of expression, but when he
lectured he spoke with a peculiar accent which sometimes
caused him to be accused of affectation.
Davy's mother was the adopted daughter of a worthy
local surgeon, John Tonkin. When her husband's affairs
became difficult, Tonkin supported Humphry, who went
to live in his house when he was nine. After the death of